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Tennessee Industry and Occupational Employment Projections
2015 to 2017

The Tennessee economy has experienced significant growth in the years since the end of the
most recent recession. Overall, the state economy is projected to grow at an average rate of 1.6
percent over the next two years (2015 Q3 to 2017 Q3), with expected total employmenti in the
third quarter of 2017 of 3.2 million and total openings of 126.7 thousand (table 1).

Considering the modern day prevalence of technology and the booming tech culture that is now
forming in Tennessee, particularly in Nashville, the fastest growing major occupational group
is projected to be computer and mathematical occupations with a growth rate of 3.1 percent
(table 2).

The second fastest growing major group, construction and extraction occupations, is expected
to increase at an average annual rate of 2.6 percent. Low interest rates continue to spur
construction, particularly in the metropolitan areas of the state. The construction industry has
grown steadily in the aftermath of the recession and continues to show signs of steady
improvement and demand for new graduates.

Business and financial operations occupations are expected to grow at a rate of 2.4 percent.
Healthcare support occupations are also expected to grow at a rate of 2.4 percent; with growth
in the healthcare sector due to the aging of the population and changes in policy this sector is
expected to continue its established pattern of growth. Similarly, healthcare practitioners and
technical occupations are expected to grow at a rate of 2.1 percent.

Among the fastest growing occupations with 1500 or more projected employment include
electricians’ helpers, operations research analysts, diagnostic medical sonographers,
logisticians, systems software developers, and nursing instructors and teachers (table 3).

Overall, the Tennessee economy is showing signs of growth in goods producing as well as
service-providing sectors. The rapid rise of technology, rebounding manufacturing and
construction, and large presence of the healthcare sector are expected to offer numerous jobs
for those looking for work. The improving economy has the potential to slow the growth of
poverty, begin to meet the need for affordable housing, and reduce income disparities across
the state, which would create more sustainable long term job growth for Tennessee residents.

More detailed occupational projections can be found at www.projectionscentral.com (Chrome
browser is optimal).



http://www.projectionscentral.com/




Major Groups Expected to Have the Most Jobs, 2017

Major Projected Annual Total 2014
Group 2015Q3 2017 Q3 Growth Annual Median
Title Code Employment | Employment Rate Openings Wage
Total All Occupations 00-0000 3,108,950 3,209,030 1.6 126,715 | $31,251
Office and Administrative 1.3
Support Occupations 43-0000 483,560 496,350 17,685 $29,699
Sales and Related Occupations 41-0000 300,900 307,010 1.0 13,425 $23,658
Transportation and Material
Moving Occupations 53-0000 285,220 294,700 1.6 11,670 $27,859
Production Occupations 51-0000 267,780 274,190 1.2 9,280 $30,440
Food Preparation and Serving
Related Occupations 35-0000 261,960 272,370 2.0 16,510 $18,311
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Source: Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Labor Market Information Section, Tennessee Employment
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Fastest Growing Major Groups

Table 2

Major Projected Annual 2014
Group 2015Q3 2017 Q3 Growth Total Annual Median
Title Code Employment | Employment Rate Openings Wage
Computer and Mathematical
Occupations 15-0000 51,260 54,450 3.1 2,350 $67,129
Construction and Extraction
Occupations 47-0000 108,230 113,830 26 4,635 $34,900
Business and Financial
Operations Occupations 13-0000 114,420 119,980 2.4 5,005 $55,905
Healthcare Support
Occupations 31-0000 81,600 85,490 2.4 3,370 $24,041
Healthcare Practitioners and
Technical Occupations 29-0000 193,750 201,780 2.1 7,600 $51,435
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Fastest Growing Occupations with 1500 or more Employment in 2015

Table 3

Projected Annual Total 2014
Occupational 2015Q3 2017 Q3 Growth Annual Median
Title Code Employment Employment Rate Openings Wage
Helpers--Electricians 473013 2,010 2,240 5.5 150 $28,787
Operations Research Analysts 152031 1,900 2,090 4.7 130 $63,748
Diagnostic Medical Sonographers 292032 1,770 1,930 4.4 100 $60,618
Home Health Aides 311011 9,940 10,800 4.2 600 $18,729
Helpers—Pipe layers, Plumbers,
Pipefitters, and Steamfitters 473015 1,700 1,840 4.2 105 $27,160
Heating, Air Conditioning, and
Refrigeration Mechanics and
Installers 499021 8,080 8,760 4.1 540 $38,948
Logisticians 131081 2,330 2,520 4.1 120 $60,381
Software Developers, Systems
Software 151133 2,850 3,080 3.9 145 $85,845
Nursing Instructors and Teachers,
Postsecondary 251072 1,460 1,570 3.8 75 $59,768

Fastest Growing Occupations with 1500 or more Employment and >500 Openings

in 2015
Table 4
Projected Annual Total 2014
Occupational | Employment | Employment Growth Annual Median
Title Code 2015Q3 2017 Q3 Rate Openings Wage
Home Health Aides 311011 9,940 10,800 4.2 600 $18,729
Heating, Air Conditioning, and
Refrigeration Mechanics and Installers 499021 8,080 8,760 4.1 540 $38,948
Accountants and Auditors 132011 20,920 22,510 3.7 1,400 $58,905
Electricians 472111 11,150 11,970 3.6 610 $46,784
Personal Care Aides 399021 21,660 23,210 3.5 895 $18,535
Packers and Packagers, Hand 537064 21,480 22,670 2.7 1,180 $19,229
Clergy 212011 11,800 12,450 2.7 550 $43,239
Cooks, Restaurant 352014 25,020 26,360 2.6 1,170 $21,161
Combined Food Preparation and Serving
Workers, Including Fast Food 353021 65,460 68,760 2.5 4,785 $17,835

Source: Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Labor Market Information Section, Tennessee Employment
Projections, 2015 Q3 to 2017 Q3.




Major Occupational Groups Summary

Table 5

Projected Annual Total 2014
Occupation 2015Q3 2017 Q3 Growth Annual Median
Occupational Group Code Employment | Employment Rate Openings Wage

Total All Occupations 000000 3,108,950 3,209,030 1.6 126,715 $31,251
Management 110000 207,660 214,070 1.5 7,245 $76,457
Business and Financial Operations 130000 114,420 119,980 24 5,005 $55,905
Computer and Mathematical 150000 51,260 54,450 3.1 2,350 $67,129
Architecture and Engineering 170000 46,230 47,880 1.8 1,890 $70,381
Life, Physical, and Social Science 190000 17,200 17,540 1.0 675 $54,841
Community and Social Services 210000 48,520 50,520 2.0 2,060 $36,722
Legal 230000 16,200 16,510 0.9 395 $66,085
Education, Training, and Library 250000 147,940 152,020 1.4 5,020 $43,193
Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports,
and Media 270000 45,610 47,090 1.6 1,775 $38,792
Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 290000 193,750 201,780 2.1 7,600 $51,435
Healthcare Support 310000 81,600 85,490 2.4 3,370 $24,041
Protective Service 330000 65,490 66,980 1.1 2,495 $31,664
Food Preparation and Serving Related 350000 261,960 272,370 2.0 16,510 $18,311
Building and Grounds Cleaning and
Maintenance 370000 115,610 118,370 1.2 3,605 $20,952
Personal Care and Service 390000 101,170 104,530 1.6 4,205 $19,285
Sales and Related 410000 300,900 307,010 1.0 13,425 $23,658
Office and Administrative Support 430000 483,560 496,350 1.3 17,685 $29,699
Farming, Fishing, and Forestry 450000 17,870 18,050 0.5 605 $25,502
Construction and Extraction 470000 108,230 113,830 2.6 4,635 $34,900
Installation, Maintenance, and Repair 490000 130,780 135,350 1.7 5,215 $38,961
Production 510000 267,780 274,190 1.2 9,280 $30,440
Transportation and Material Moving 530000 285,220 294,700 1.6 11,670 $27,859

Source: Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Labor Market Information Section, Tennessee Employment

Projections 2015 Q3 to 2017 Q3.

'Total employment includes both nonagricultural and agricultural employment, the self-employed, and

unpaid family workers.
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